
Rouzer’s gaslight 

Le#er to the editor, Brunswick Beacon, 02.02.23 

Merriam-Webster’s 2022 Word of the Year was ‘gasligh9ng,’ defined as “the act or 
prac9ce of grossly misleading someone, especially for one’s own advantage.” Example: 
Congressman David Rouzer’s disinforma9on about President Biden’s energy policies. 

Rouzer falsely claims the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) is at “record low levels.” In 
fact, it was lower under Pres. Reagan. Similarly, Pres. Trump falsely claimed he “built up” 
the SPR from “virtually empty” to “100% full.” Actually, the only 9me it reached 100% 
capacity was under Pres. Obama. The SPR declined almost weekly throughout Trump’s 
presidency and was lower when he leX office.  

Rouzer falsely accuses Biden of a “war on American energy produc9on.” Actually, Biden 
urged companies to drill more and boost supply. Result? America is the world’s largest 
producer of oil and natural gas. Produc9on hit a record in 2022 and is forecast to set a 
new record in 2023. 

Rouzer cri9cizes Biden for selling oil to reduce gas prices, but 70% of Republicans voted 
in favor of Trump’s proposal to do the same thing in 2018. Trump actually proposed 
selling off half the SPR and permanently closing two of its four storage facili9es! 

Rouzer’s cri9cism is not just hypocri9cal, it’s bad policy. AXer Biden began drawing down 
the SPR, gas prices dropped drama9cally to 18-month lows. Moody’s Analy9cs says that 
saved Americans $218 billion. CNN Business says it saved $150/month for every 
American household! Biden sold oil when it was expensive. Now that prices have 
dropped, Biden is replenishing the SPR with cheaper oil. Investopedia says American 
taxpayers will enjoy a “$4 billion windfall.” 

Rouzer’s vote to prevent selling SPR oil to China was pointless. Experts say who we sell 
to is irrelevant because oil is a global commodity. Rouzer’s vote simply proves he doesn’t 
understand that any oil we sell frees up other oil for China to buy.  

Rouzer has a gaslight, it just isn’t very bright. 

Robert Bannerman 
Supply

https://www.newsargus.com/brunswick_beacon/eedition/page-a6/page_c40ab139-1a45-58a9-b155-21d5b62581bc.html
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year
https://rouzer.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=TZO6GWX5YDPE6
https://rouzer.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=TZO6GWX5YDPE6
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2022/09/07/the-strategic-petroleum-reserve-is-at-its-lowest-level-since-1984/?sh=237cc11877c7
https://perma.cc/YK5Z-MELV
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2022/09/07/the-strategic-petroleum-reserve-is-at-its-lowest-level-since-1984/?sh=237cc11877c7
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rrapier/2022/09/07/the-strategic-petroleum-reserve-is-at-its-lowest-level-since-1984/?sh=237cc11877c7
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/04/strategic-petroleum-reserve-oil-stocks-declined-under-trump-contrary-to-his-claim/
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/04/strategic-petroleum-reserve-oil-stocks-declined-under-trump-contrary-to-his-claim/
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/04/strategic-petroleum-reserve-oil-stocks-declined-under-trump-contrary-to-his-claim/
https://rouzer.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=TZO6GWX5YDPE6
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-11/ukraine-war-puts-biden-and-u-s-oil-at-odds-on-domestic-drilling
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/15/politics/joe-biden-oil-companies/index.html
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-us-oil-and-gas-industry-works
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-us-oil-and-gas-industry-works
https://www.energyindepth.org/year-in-review-u-s-oil-and-natural-gas-industry-hits-record-production-to-meet-rising-global-demand-in-2022/
https://www.ajot.com/news/record-us-oil-output-seen-leading-non-opec-growth-next-year#:~:text=Production%2520is%2520seen%2520reaching%252012.8,output%2520of%252012.4%2520million%2520barrels.
https://rouzer.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=TZO6GWX5YDPE6
https://www.politico.com/minutes/congress/10-19-2022/gop-hits-biden-spr-move/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/22/trump-seeks-to-sell-off-half-of-the-strategic-petroleum-reserve/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brianbushard/2022/12/20/national-gas-prices-drop-to-18-month-low-and-could-hit-3-by-christmas/?sh=cbe28312444b
https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/news/lower-gas-prices-amounts-to-100-a-month-tax-cut-or-pay-raise/#:~:text=A%2520%25241%2520decrease%2520in%2520gas,chief%2520economist%2520for%2520Moody's%2520Analytics.
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/19/energy/gas-prices-savings/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/16/economy/biden-spr-exchange-and-replenish/index.html
https://www.investopedia.com/us-scores-four-billion-dollar-windfall-on-oil-reserve-sales-6950935
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/07/12/misplaced-outrage-over-hunter-biden-us-oil-reserves-bought-by-china/
https://www.e-education.psu.edu/eme801/node/455
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/07/12/misplaced-outrage-over-hunter-biden-us-oil-reserves-bought-by-china/

