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On Oct. 25, 18 people were shot to death and 13 injured in Lewiston, ME in America’s 
565th mass shooAng this year. Hours later, mass shooAng #566, in Clinton, NC, killed five 
more people. Maine and North Carolina are among 29 states that refuse to enact red-
flag laws allowing courts to take guns from individuals adjudicated dangerous to 
themselves or others. 

The Maine suspect is an Army reservist and the poster child for red-flag laws. His Army 
commanders were so concerned about him, they commiQed him to a mental health 
facility for two weeks this past summer aRer he heard voices and threatened to “shoot 
up” his military base. His family warned police and military officials he was experiencing 
“acute” mental health issues shortly before the Lewiston shooAngs. If Maine had 
enacted and enforced a red-flag law, courts could have removed the guns he used to 
murder his innocent vicAms. 

Guns are the leading cause of death for children and teens in NC. SAll, NC’s Republican 
poliAcians refuse to protect them. NC’s Democrats have introduced red-flag laws every 
year since 2018. DemocraAc Gov. Roy Cooper supports them. In 2022, Pres. Biden 
passed the BiparAsan Safer CommuniAes Act authorizing federal grants to states that 
enact and enforce red-flag laws.  

Every NC Republican RepresentaAve voted against it, including David Rouzer and gun 
shop owner Ted Budd, who brags that mass shooAngs boost his business. NC’s 
Republican legislature blocks even this most obvious, common-sense legislaAon, 
refusing to enact red-flag laws, rejecAng federal funds earmarked to protect NC’s 
children. Courts have upheld red-flag laws, which 85% of Americans support, as 
consAtuAonal. SAll, Republican poliAcians insist on leang dangerous individuals have 
guns, flaunt AR-15 lapel pins aRer mass shooAngs, and, like Republican Lt. Gov. Mark 
Robinson, promote the unconsAtuAonal insurrecAonist belief that the Second 
Amendment lets you shoot your elected representaAves if the government “gets too big 
for its britches.” 

That’s illegal and dangerous.  

Laura McGann 
Leland

https://www.newsargus.com/brunswick_beacon/eedition/page-a7/page_f7c6358f-c44b-5a6e-8b30-1f3cb2b77897.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_flag_law
https://apnews.com/article/lewiston-maine-shootings-49da6d06a8b5a15d3b619b3927bc33ff
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/family-maine-shooting-suspect-says-mental-health-deteriorated-rapidly-rcna122353
https://abc11.com/politicis-gun-safety-red-flag-law-nc-democrats-bills/12930351/
https://abc11.com/politicis-gun-safety-red-flag-law-nc-democrats-bills/12930351/
https://abc11.com/politicis-gun-safety-red-flag-law-nc-democrats-bills/12930351/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_flag_law#Judicial_review
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022299
https://journalnow.com/news/local/gun-sales-requests-for-permits-up-in-forsyth-county/article_64c19f6e-489f-11e2-a75f-0019bb30f31a.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_flag_law#Judicial_review
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2018/04/20/has-parkland-changed-americans-views-on-guns/
https://time.com/6253690/ar-15-pins-congress/#:~:text=Why%2520Some%2520Members%2520of%2520Congress%2520Are%2520Wearing%2520AR%252D15%2520Assault%2520Rifle%2520Pins,-By%2520Anisha%2520Kohli&text=Some%2520Republican%2520members%2520of,Americans'%2520right%2520to%2520bear%2520arms.
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/article261871460.html
https://www.witn.com/2022/05/31/governor-criticizes-lieutenant-governors-dangerous-rhetoric-guns/

