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There’s a name for someone who takes credit for legislation he didn’t vote for: 
Congressman David Rouzer. In his December 23 “Rouzer Action Report” he says 
“Our infrastructure is the lifeblood of the district.” It is. That’s why so many voters 
were disgusted when he voted against President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law that’s bringing more than $9 billion to improve North Carolina’s 
infrastructure.  

Rouzer claims credit in his “Report” for a different bill: “H.R.4502: I secured 
funding for multiple infrastructure projects in the 7th Congressional District.” But, 
did he actually vote for it?  

H.R.4502 was introduced by Democratic congresswoman Rosa DeLauro. 
President Biden issued a statement “strongly” supporting it, including its 
investment in veterans’ hospitals. The National Committee to Preserve Social 
Security and Medicare endorsed it because of its “funding for vitally important 
programs that America’s seniors depend on.” Speaker Nancy Pelosi gave a 
speech on the House floor praising its investment in water infrastructure and 
jobs. She also warned us that Republicans frequently take credit for legislation 
they don’t vote for: “they'll vote no and take the dough.”  

It seemed unlikely that Rouzer would vote for legislation endorsed by Biden 
and Pelosi, but I decided to keep an open mind. After all, H.R.4502 was the 
only appropriation he listed under “Rouzer Action.” So, I looked it up. I learned 
that H.R.4502 passed on July 29 by a party line vote of 219-208. Not a single 
Republican voted for it!  

As they say, “You could look it up.” You owe it to yourself to do that. Go to 
Congress.gov and search for “H.R.4502.” Now that you know that Rouzer took 
credit for a bill he didn’t vote for, ask yourself this: “How gullible does he think 
we are?”, and “Why should we believe anything he says?” 

Mike Rush 
Leland 
Editor’s note: The writer is third vice chairman of the Brunswick County 
Democratic Party 
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